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Softboiled 'wh"dunnit' 

'Double Indemnity' two-time loser 
By BILL WYLIE 

Staff Writer 

As the credits roll onto the 
screen at the beginning of Billy 
Wilder's Double Indemnity , one 
is apt to be encouraged by the 
talent that has collaborated to 
make the film. 

Wilder joined forces with that 
paragon of the detecitve novel, 
Raymond Chandler. for his 
screenplay. which was itself 
adapted from a story by James 
M. Cain, an eminent prac-
titioner of the hard-boiled fic-
tion so prevalent in the 1930s. 

For all this collective 
acumen, however, Double 

Indemnity today fails to suf-
fiCiently evoke the searing 
tensions and the unabated 
cynicism that preoccupied the 
cinematic film noire trend of 
the '30s and early '405, largely 
due to its flagrant inability to 
accommodate its own struc-
ture. 

Double Indemnity begins 
characteristically enough with 
a confession of murder its 
protagonist. Insurance 

salesman Walter Neff (Fred 
MacMurray) sits in his office 
late at night, bleeding from a 
slug lodged in his shoulder, and 
relates the incidents that have 
hurtled him along on his 

movies 

irrevocable road to ruin. As 
Neff's narrative unfolds, we see 
him play the patsy to Phyllis 
Dietricksen (Barbra Stan-
wyck), a tough blonde who 
conspires with Neff to dump her 
husband and collect on a 
fraudulent life insurance policy. 

Of course, they fail to 
measure the tenacity of Barton 
Keyes (Edward G. Robinson), 
the irrespressible claims in-
vestigator who can smell a raw 
deal in a minute. Keyes plays 
the waiting game while Neff 
and Phyllis go it "straight down 
the line," until they finally 
betray each other in thd end, 
with Keyes picking up the 

Cancer-causing Tris 

reason for ban on 

children's nightwear 
WASHINGTON (UPI) - The government Thursday banned 

children's nightgowns and pajamas treated with the cancer-
causing fire retardant Tris and recalled 20 million garments still 
unsold. 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission refused to order a 
$1.3 billion refund for consumers whose children have already 
used such garments, although they can get their money back if the 
sleepwear has not been washed. , 

The ban, which will be effective when it is published shortly in 
the Federal Register, follows studies showing the chl!mical can 
cause cancer in test animals and poses a hazard to children who 
can absorb Tris from their sleepwear through the skin or by 
sucking on the material. 

The commission's decision to ban the estimated 20 million 
garments on retail shelves and in warehouses, as well as all uncut 
fabric intended for use in any type of children's wearing apparel, 
was unanimous. 

But the commission was split, 3-2, on whether to recall every 
one of the estimated 120 million Tris-treated children's garments 
already in use. 

Both the commisslon and the American Apparel Manufacturers 
Association agree much of the chemical is reduced after the 
garment is washed several times. 

But Commissioners David Prittle and Thaddeus Garrett said 
there was no way to df.aw the line and all such garments -
washed or unwashed - should be recalled andtthe purchase price 
refunded. 

The Environmental Defense Fund, which had petitioned the 
commission to ban Tris, said it would go to court immediately to 
challenge the commission's decision and to demand a total recall 
of affected garments. 

The industry says that $1 .3 billion worth of Tris-treated 
sleepwear has been sold in recent years and a total recall would 
be costly and unwieldy. 

Commission Chairman John Byington said it was the agency's 
reponsibility to determine if an unacceptable risk existed. 

He said in this case he .did not believe already-washed 
nightgowns in the hands of consumers are such a hazard. He also 
noted the garments retail for $5 to $10 and the consumer still has 
the option of simply throwing away old items. 

An industry official, however, warned there was no way to tell a 
washed polyester garment from an unwashed one until after 
several washings. 
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pieces and making them fit. this successful insurance 
MacMurray and Stanwyck salesman wlli agree to commit 

are merely suitable in their a murder with a woman who, 
roles as the sordid lovers: He although she has a nice curve 
affecting the characterisitc "where her ankle cuts into her 
staccato monotone ("I killed leg," Neff has known but for a 
him for money. I killed him for few short hours. 
a woman. I didn't get the Similarly, the two are not 
money; I didn't get the driven by any sort of ell-
woman."), and she portraying traordinary money-lust, 'as 
the greedy, frustrated wife who Wilder again fails to sufficiently 
vents her too-long repressed dramatize this possibility. 
passions. Bereft of any sort of dramatic 

And Robinson is only sllghtly tension that naturally accrues 
more successful as the shrewd to a crime story (we already 
Keyes, a man who smokes too know "whodunit"), and unable 
many cigars, eats too fast, and to bring off a sufficient sense of 
talks in the clipped, rapid-fire motivation in the love-tryst, 
vernacular. Double Indemnity lays nat on 

But aside from these the screen, supine and lifeless in 
relatively ineffective charac- its passivity. 
terizations, Double Indemnity Certainly Wilder may have 
also suffers from a more had a specific idea in mind for 
elemental flaw in its structure. this kind of neutral presen-
Beginning with a confession as tation; a kind of fatalistic 
it does. and employing a first- determinism Involving in-
person narrative, the film dividuals on a dead-end, trip 
forces itself to explore the after somehow getting on for 
motivations leading up to Neff's the ride. And there is nothing 
confession, while accentuating inherently wrong with this kind 
the emotional tensions of approach. 
surrounding the homicide as the But this film lacks the tight 
salesman's confession control and responsibility to its 
unravels. "What happens" material that such movies 
nllcessarily must take a back demand. The only integrated 
seat to the essential "Why?" - motif in Double Indemnity is 
since we immediately un- Neff's ability to light blue tip 
derstand that Neff and matches with his fingernail -
Dietricksen have committed the merely a slight nuance of 
crime. , character. It is a Simple, little 

Unfortunately, Wilder's film trick MacMurray performs, but 
is unable to deliver the goods. unfortunately, an appropriate 
The two obvious motivations - emblem for a perfunctory, 
love and greed - are presented irresolute film . 
so matter-of-factly as if to deny Double Indemnity will be 
their existence altogether. showing at 7 and 9 p.m. 
Ostensibly, it is understood that Saturday in the Union. 
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ACROSS 

I "Cry-" 
8 Detest 

10 Young sheep 
14 Spanish friend 
15 "See--, 

pick ... " 
18 Notion 
17 Notorious city 
18 John the Baptist, 

to Jesus 
20 Extenninator 

of fiction 
22 "-say 

more?" 
23 Lemon and 

lime_ 
24 Confuses 
25 "Let that be a 

-to you" 
28 Bravo! 
2t Mends 
31 Politician's 

asset 
35 Final stanza 
H Cuba libre base 
37 Slow mover 
38 Complete 
... Belief 
41 Opposite of pas. 
42 Word for a 

hussy 
44 Infonnal 

48 Infll'xible 
49 Kind of wise 
50 One of 26 
55 Good seat 

location 
57 Old region of 

Asia Minor 
58 Desperate 
59 Guinness 
60 "-a 

Stranger" 
81 Crystal-gazer 
82 Lillian or 

Dorothy 
83 Vulgar 

DOWN 

I Doc.- holder 
2 Mine, in Fra!lce. 
3 Latin referral 

word 
4 "-! that 

bread should be 
so dear" 

5 Sympathetio 
8 Come about 
7 __ ski 
8 Layer 
• Business-letter 

abbr. 
10 Hackneyed 
II Ford's mist:ake 
12 Hollow .stone 

13 Ranis' l;owns 
19 Entente, for one 
21 Words of assent 
24 Wing 
25 Unaspirated 
28 Roof part 
27 Deer Itrack 
28 Electrical unit 
29 -up 

(in a snit) 
30 -de-sIc 
31 Don Juan's 

mother 
32 Healthy 
33 Carriage 
34 Old, kl Cologne 
36 Tease 
39 Wire: Abbr. 
42 Dissension 
43 Swoboda 
44 Dolts 
45 High dwelling 
.. "--bleul" 
47 that fell 
48 Hungary'g Nagy 

et al. 
50 Gudrun's victim 
51 Make fast 
52 Within: Prefix 
53 Island off 

Sumat .. 
$4 Ruasian agency 
58 - Harbor 
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